Some Passages about Giving in the New Testament
Matthew 6:1-4. 1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.
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“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Luke 21:1-4. 1 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple
treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,”
he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their
gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
Acts 2:44-47. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 4:32-35. 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of
their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was
so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from
time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales
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and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.
1 Corinthians 9:3-15. 3 This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 4 Don’t we
have the right to food and drink? 5 Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with
us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas[a]? 6 Or is it only I and
Barnabas who lack the right to not work for a living?
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Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its
grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink the milk? 8 Do I say this merely on human
authority? Doesn’t the Law say the same thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do
not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.”[b] Is it about oxen that God is concerned?
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Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us, because whoever plows
and threshes should be able to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we have
sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12 If
others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it all the more?
But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder
the gospel of Christ.
13

Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple get their food from the temple, and
that those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way,
the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from
the gospel.
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But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will
do such things for me, for I would rather die than allow anyone to deprive me of this boast.
2 Corinthians 8:1-7 1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace
that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that
they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4
they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.
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And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then
by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in
you[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”[a]
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Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.
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This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with
everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the
surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
Galatians 6:6. Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with
his instructor.
Philippians 4:10-20 10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern
for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not
saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
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Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in
the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one
church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even
when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 17 Not that
I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. 18 I have received

full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received
from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in
Christ Jesus.
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To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 5:17-20. 17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of
double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says,
“Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,”[a] and “The worker deserves his
wages.”[b] 19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or
three witnesses. 20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so
that the others may take warning.
James 1:27. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world.
James 2:14-17. 4 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith
but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without
clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,”
but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
1 John 3:16-20. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions
and in truth.
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This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything.

